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In the third century, B.C., Greek Siracusa is the 
dominant city on the island of Sicily. It is also 
the strategically-critical fulcrum point between 
the Mediterranean’s two greatest military 
powers. Hannibal’s invasion of the Italian 
peninsula and the death of Siracusa’s 
benevolent dictator compel both Carthage and 
Rome to control Siracusa. 
  
Leonides, ambitious young soldier and 
pentathlon champion of Siracusa, knows that 
only a miracle can save peaceful Siracusa from 
destruction. That savior emerges as his great-
uncle, the genius mathematician and inventor, 
Archimedes. His engines of war, like none ever 
seen before, hold back two desperate Roman 
legions and Roma’s best general, Marcus 
Claudius Marcellus, season after season. 
  
At the same time, Leonides faces a fearsome 
war of passions. His new wife, Aurora, product 
of a hasty political marriage, is the daughter of 
Consul Marcellus, the very man who leads the 
legions besieging Leonides’ city.  His beloved 
Thalia, the most beautiful woman in Siracusa, is 
forced by her family to marry Leonides’ rival. 
Undaunted, she tempts him night and day to 
repudiate his marriage and take her as his 
mistress. 
  
Explore fascinating ancient history entwining a 
tale of relentless adventure and fiery passions! 
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Brent Monahan is the critically acclaimed author of nine novels 
and numerous short stories.  In order to ensure that this true 
but arcane saga of ancient warfare is meticulously accurate, 
the author traveled to Siracusa, Sicily and also scoured the 
histories of Plutarch, Livy, Pausanias, Polybius, Proclus, 
Vitruvius,  and Dio Cassius.  His novel The Bell Witch is the 
basis for the forthcoming major motion picture An American 
Haunting 
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